3/21/69 


Dear Russ, 


The lingering, tiring effects of a fever have slowed me down and 
delayed answer to your valuable letter of the 16th, which, did arrive promptly. 






There is much to the Palmar column. I may quote from it. It is con- 
sistent with what x hove written and believe. Do you suppose he might develop 
an interest in this aspect of the case? 


Jerry Gipson’s CM story of 3/ll likewise contains quotes A have not 
seen in the perhaps half-dozen other sources I check regularly. I know 1 will 
be using that. When you see the boak, again you will see that this is con- 
sistent with what I have thought end still do. (I have heard nothing about when 
copies will be available. They may not initially be delivered to me. If they go 
to another, who is in Washington, I have asked that one be sent you immediately.) 
Any by-line stories like these can be quite valuable. Sven the AP stuff is being 
sliced where it is used. For example, my beat source on the good series that 
whore Gavzer is doing is a paper that does not even get the "A” wire. Most of 
the major ranare. either supnress or edit. 


Before x get into the rest of your letter, A have now read the 
"Autobiography of -Malcolm X". % accident, a copy was sent me with an awful 
collection of junk by mistake, instead of copies of 0SV7ALJ IN NEW OELS&NB. lu y 
ilness has given me time to read four or five books. I think those who read it in 
the full flush of guilt-feeling ?/hen it first a ~ pea red would do well to reread 
it today. You may find ray belief unwlecome, but this msn was a philosophical 
fascist (which has no bearing 8t ell on his assassination or who wanted i t and 
was or was not responsible f^r it), is fi rm, unchanging on this. The only 
changes he acknowledges are tactical, superficial at best. His mark is only to 
visible on the current irrationals. They take their doctrine from his. If you 
doubt me, 1 ask you to reread the hook critically, making -every passage that you 
think at all dubious, *ou will find the firmest dedication to der fuehrer prinzip. 


pure Hitlerism in his attitude, to women (which does not change). He tailors 
fact and history to suit hi& 9 enS and Haley, uncritically, repeats it. I also have 
and will read "Ivialocm X Speaks". If 1 change my mind. I’ll let you know. I do not 
expect to. That he could ever go for that Elijah Mubammed or his shit is in 
itself a sufficient endictraent, yet he maintains his confidence to the end. 


Corley's story sounds more th' n credible. In those days everybody 
sought Oswald connections. His recollection of the small arsenal gound in Vallee’s 
car is accurate. 1 cannot now locate the first two stories I got on this, back 
in early January 1967, but both, from two different papers, were consistent i>n it. 
The license number NY 5110RF means nothing to me, but I’ll send it to those who 
have done an excellent job of isolating numbers, v hen uke Hester’s father, 
though a NYC police captain, told him there wa3 "an FBI freeze on information 
about the license plate", he reported what happened in every similar case of 
which x know. The FBI foreclosed everybody and thereby kept control of -hat was 
end wea not developed and reported. While x do not doubt his word, that the FBI 
told him the "freeze" wa at the request of the Secret Service, I do not believe 
that at: the time he spoke to the FBI this could have been true. The FBI was, 
by then, firmly in charge and the SS performed but minor, subsidiary rtbles. 


1 



l 


The lawyers who represented Valle could provide leads. And this is 
the sort of thing in vdxich the Secret Service might have figured, to ksep 
everything the way the government wanted. 


I doubt he’ll ever find his original Vellee material. That sort of 
thing was never overlooked, especially with the TV stations, it all seems to 
have disappeared, everywhere. 


Can you get him to go further with his beliefs about the vigilantes? 
% may very well be right. I would be willing to believe that in Chicago they 
could be semi-official. 





I will be following this further with the Archives end will keep 
you posted, if anything develops/* 

There is an increasing tendency by the right to disassociate from the 
more extreme elements. x am helping. However, x have for too many years watched 
the unchanging spots of the leopard to believe he wili suddenly make his own 
” conks". * v e 11 see. m y prediction remains that ^astland will try and make this 
a big, red deal. His oan. support would not want it. They want justification of 
shat cannot be justified, their insane beliefs. He is true to the culture 
from which he springs. We'll see. His committee began thatfcway, with Dodd and 
Butler, as I told you preparatory to your meeting -“utler. These unimaginative 
wretches tend to repeat themselves and they genuinely believe that awful stuff 
they preach. 1 have no doubt that Eastland is capable of really believing the 
hit on Mng was "red". I would not be at ell surprised if, after the Slrhan 
trial, they come up with Duarte'. 1 Nothing is -ver bankrupt to them. 


If X get to write 


the Archives in time, 1*11 include. 


Our best to you both, and again thanks. 



Sincerely. 


V 
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copies will be available. They may not initially be delivered to me. If they go 
to another, who is in Washington, I have asked that one be sent you immediately.) 
Any by— line stories like these can be quite valuable. Even the AP stuft is being 
sliced where it is used. For example, my best source on the good series that 
whore Gravzer is doing is a paper that does not even get the "A'* wire. Most of 
the major papers either suppress or edit. 

I 

Before 1 gat into the rest of your letter, 1 have now read the 
"Autobiography of Malcolm X". B y accident, a copy was sent me with an awful 
collection of junk by mistake, instead of copies of OSWALD IN. NEW ORiEaNS. . 
ilness has given me time to read four or five books. I think those who read it in 
the full flush of guilt-feeling when it first appeared would do well to reread 
it today. You may find my belief unwlecome, but this man was a philosophical 
fascist (which has no bearing at all on his assassination or who wanted it and 
was or was not responsible f^r it), ^e is film, unchanging on this. The only 
changes he acknowledges are tactical, superficial at best* His mark is only to 
visible on the current irrationals. They take their doctrine from his. If you 
doubt me, I ask you to reread the hook critically, making every passage that you 
think at all dubious, ^ou will find the firmest dedication to der fuehrer prinzip, 
pure Hitlerism in his attitude, to women (which does not change). He tailors 
fact and history to suit hi& e erm and Haley, uncritically, repeats it. I also have 
and will read "Malocm X Speaks". If I change my mind. I’ll let you know. I do not 
expect to. That he could ever go for that Elijah Muhsmraed or his shit is in 
itself a sufficient endictment, yet he maintains his confidence to the end. 


Corley's story sounds more then credible. In those days everybody 
sought Oswald connections. His recollection of the small arsenal gound in Vallee’s 
car is accurate. 1 cannot now locate the first two stories I got on this, back 
in early J anuary 1967, but both, from two different papers, were consistent in it. 
The license number NY 3110RF means nothing to me, but I'll send it to those who 
have done an excellent job of isolating numbers. 'Alien uke Hester’s father, 
though a NYC police captain, told him there was "an FBI freeze on information 
about the license plate", he reported what happened in every similar cas© of 
which 1 know. The FBI foreclosed everybody and thereby kept control of what was 
and was not developed snd reported. ’While 1 do not doubt his word, that the FBI 
told him the "freeze" wa at the request of the Secret Service, I do not alieve 
that at the time he spoke to the FBI this could have been true. The FBI was, 
by then, firmly in charge and the SS performed but minor, subsidiary roles. 


The lawyers who represented Valle could provide leads. And this is 
the sort of thing in which the Secret Service might have figured, to keep 
everything the way the government wanted. 

I doubt he'll ever find his original Vallee material. That sort of 
thing was never overlooked, especially with the TV stations. It all seems to 
have disappeared, everywhere. 

Can you get him to go further with his beliefs about the vigilantes? 
le may very well be right. I would be willing to believe that in Chicago they 
could be semi-official. 



I will be following this further with the Archives and will keep 
you posted, if anything develops/^ 





There is an increasing tendency by the right to disassociate from the 
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